GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the remote Ordinary Meeting held on 10.3.2021

Planning
There were no decisions by Maldon District Council.

New application:

Three Thistles Thistley Close. T1 Oak - reduce portion of crown by 2.5m. Reduce remainder of
crown by 2m. Remove lowest limb on northern side. T2 Leylandii — reduce canopy by 2m. This
application was supported but the Parish Council queried whether it was too late to begin this
work due to the bird nesting season.

Maldon District Council is investigating an enforcement issue at 1 Benham Close where it
appears that the garage has been converted to another use and a new building has been erected
without planning permission.

Maldon District Heritage Assets

This scheme means that if any planning application comes up on a heritage asset it would need to
be considered in the planning process. This is ongoing.

A resident raised concerns that recycling bins and boxes are wrongly delivered to his address.
The matter was raised with Maldon District Council and it appears that the recycling contractors
are responsible for these errors. It is hoped that the situation will now be resolved.

Playing field and play area

The new slide and springers for the play area have been ordered but the recent adverse weather
may delay their installation. However, the slide has been paid for as the Parish Council now
needs to claim the grant of £2,000 from Essex County Council’s Locality Fund.

The Parish Council has agreed that a new notice board for the English Coastal Path can be erected
at the bottom of the steps from the path from Fish Street to the sea wall. The Environment
Agency did not agree to the suggestion that the board should be placed on top of the sea wall.

The Environment Agency has again advised that it is not responsible for putting up a new
handrail on the steps up to the sea wall at the end of the playing field. The Parish Council will
continue to look into this.

It was agreed that new gates should be purchased for the entrance into the playing field and into
Marigold Wood.

The Parish Council discussed adopting a policy restricting the use of drones in the playing field,
but it was decided that this should not be done at present. Advice will be sought from the Essex
Association of Local Councils as to how this issue should be dealt with.

Highways

A damaged footpath fingerpost in Blind Lane has now been reinstated.

The Council continues to investigate with the Environment Agency exactly who is responsible for
clearing vegetation from Wash Brook. The EA has stated that it is not their responsibility, but a
landowner has advised that this work has in the past been carried out by the EA as the brook is
classified as a main river.

Essex County Council has recently been very active in the village and jetted the drains in various
locations to try and establish the cause of recent flooding. Various obstructions were found and
investigations continue. Councillor Mr Sargeant was thanked for his work in getting things
moving to find a solution to the problem.

The Council is looking into measures for speed and parking enforcement in the village for the
next year.

Marigold Wood.

The work on thinning the trees has now been completed and villagers have been able to collect
the resulting firewood.




Village pump.
The Council has now agreed that further repairs should be carried out so that the pump can be

returned to full working order.

Dog waste

Unfortunately this remains a problem around the village and dog owners are reminded that they
can be fined for not clearing up after their pets.

Blind Lane

A group of residents from Tolleshunt Major have been carrying out litter picking in their village
and have now extended their work to Blind Lane in Goldhanger. The Parish Council will thank
them for their efforts.

Next meeting of the Parish Council

Government advice continues to be that face to face meetings should not be held for the near
future. The next remote meeting of the Parish Council will therefore be held on Wednesday 14t
April 2021 at 7.00 pm, followed by the Annual Village Assembly at 8.00 pm. Interested
residents are welcome to participate - for joining instructions please see the agenda which will be
posted on the website (parish-council.goldhanger.org.uk/) nearer to the date.




