GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the remote Ordinary Meeting held on 10.2.2021

Planning
Decisions by Maldon District Council:

18 Head Street — Increase ridge height. First floor front extension. Single storey front canopy
projection. Rear and side extensions. Addition of dormers and roof lights. Alteration to
fenestration. New fence. Refused.

Cobbs Farm Maldon Road — continuation of construction of an agricultural reservoir and use of a
washing plant to allow additional time for the completion and restoration of the development.
Granted.

The Old Parsonage 12 Head Street — relocation of boiler to external wall and construction of a
boiler housing unit. Approved.

Orchard View la Head Street — change of use from a residential dwelling to a Sui Generis use
including a residential dwelling, cafe and shop. Conversion of existing outbuilding to a B&B.
Addition of raised decking area, removal of existing shed and replace with 4 additional parking
spaces, addition of detached catering unit. Refused.

New application:

Beehive Cottages 12-14 Fish Street — proposed porch to kitchen door. This application was
supported.

Maldon District Council is still investigating a number of enforcement issues in the parish but no
further update has been received.

Maldon District Heritage Assets

This scheme means that if any planning application comes up on a heritage asset it would need to
be considered in the planning process. This is ongoing and a response is shortly expected from
Maldon District Council.

Playing field and play area

The new slide and springers for the play area have now been ordered but the recent adverse
weather may delay their installation.

The Parish Council has suggested that a new notice board for the English Coastal Path would be
best located on top of the sea wall by the GSC starting hut.

The Environment Agency has advised that it is not responsible for putting up a new handrail on
the steps up to the sea wall at the end of the playing field. The Parish Council will question this
as other nearby steps are believed to be the responsibility of the EA.

Highways

Due to lockdown new Community Speed Watch groups will not be set up for the time being.

The Council is still trying to get various agencies to take responsibility for drainage problems in
Head Street and Maldon Road but the response is still very poor. Councillor Mr Sargeant will
approach Maldon District Council to ask why building controls for the new Moat development in
Maldon Road did not pick up likely problems with drainage and flooding.

Wash Bridge Maldon Road. The Environment Agency has advised that it is the landowner who is
responsible for keeping the brook clear of vegetation. The Council will question why the EA has
not enforced this with the landowners concerned, given the problems with flooding of the road at
this site. The Parish Council has also raised the issue of the frequent damage to Wash Bridge
with Essex County Council, and suggested that the bridge should be constructed of a more robust
material. ECC is currently looking into the number of times the bridge has been damaged and
the costs of repairs/rebuilding, and they believe that the whole junction at the bridge needs to be
reviewed and investigated. The Parish Council has advised that it believes the bridge has been hit
again only a week or two after the latest rebuilding was completed.

A damaged footpath fingerpost in Blind Lane has been temporarily reinstated and permanent
repairs are pending.

The damaged foul manhole cover at the junction of Blind Lane and Maldon Road has been put
back but its corner remains broken.




Marigold Wood
Tree thinning work in the woodland will take place shortly.

Other isssues

The Parish Council has agreed to pay for further work on the village pump to make it fully
operational.

The Speed Indicator Device in Maldon Road can now be swung round so that it operates in both
directions.

The Parish Council still has supplies of winter salt left over from last year and this is available for
residents to use.

There is still money in the current year’s budget for speeding and parking enforcement and this
can be carried over to the next financial year.

Government advice continues to be that Parish Councils should not hold face to face meetings for
the near future. The next remote meeting of the Parish Council will therefore be held on
Wednesday 10th March 2021 at 7.30 pm, and interested residents are welcome to participate. For
joining instructions please see the agenda which will be posted on the website (parish-
council.goldhanger.org.uk/) nearer to the date.




