GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the remote Ordinary Meeting held on 9.12.2020

Planning
Decision by Maldon District Council:

9 Benham Close — First floor extension over existing garage. Approved.

Councillors considered the following new planning applications:

2 Fish Street — Maple — remove 6 lower branches going west over the Oak. Remove
1 lower branch going east over car park. Remove 1 lower branch going south over 2
East Street. Supported.

Orchard View 1A Head Street — Change of use from a residential dwelling to use
including a residential dwelling, cafe and shop. Conversion of existing outbuilding to
a B & B. Addition of a raised decking area, removal of existing shed and replace with
4 additional parking spaces, addition of detached catering unit. It was resolved that
the Parish Council would vote on the separate aspects of this application. There was
strong opposition and a recommendation to refuse the catering unit in the front
garden, the proposed catering “container” being considered inappropriate for this
heritage location adjacent to the village square and a listed property.

In regard to the other elements of the application — retail space, internal and external
seating, additional parking and B & B accommodation, it was resolved to respond
with a “No objection but comment”. In general the principles of the application were
considered acceptable, but the execution of the proposals raised many concerns
which will be included in the Parish Council response.

18 Head Street — Increase ridge height. First floor front extension. Single storey
front canopy projection. Rear and side extensions. Addition of dormers and
rooflights. Alteration to fenestration. New fence. The Parish Council resolved not to
object but to comment that this would result in a fairly radical change in the street
scene of four matching bungalows. A proposed new window in the western gable at
first floor level will cause overlooking of the adjacent property and there could also
be a loss of sunlight to the neighbours’ dwelling due to infill.

Maldon District Heritage Assets

This scheme means that if any planning application comes up on a heritage asset it
would need to be considered in the planning process. This will be looked into and
discussed at the January meeting.

Budget and precept

The Council is in the process of setting the budget and precept for the year ending
31.3.2022. Various suggestions were put forward for new schemes and these will be
discussed at the January meeting when the precept must be set. Schemes included
new posts and gates into the woodland and playing field, work to repair the pump in
the Square, work on the footpath from Fish Street to the sea wall and a possible new
path in Marigold Wood.

Playing field and play area

Quotes have been obtained for a new slide in the play area and it was agreed that the
Council will spend up to £8,000 for a slide and springy equipment for younger




children. This amount includes the grant received from the Essex County Council
Locality Fund.

Some work will take place to level the entrance into the playing field footpath to
make disabled access easier.

Highways

The Council is still trying to get various agencies to take responsibility for drainage
problems in Head Street and Maldon Road but to date there has been little success.
There was recent flooding in Maldon Road adjacent to Blind Lane, with water
coming out of the drains and concern about ice causing a hazardous situation.

The Trucam patrols made 27 captures of speeding vehicles in the month of
November.

No date has been given for the training of the new Community Speed Watch group.
This has been postponed a number of times due to Covid restrictions.

The VHMC was approached about the use of the Village Hall car park to alleviate
parking problems in the village, but this will not be possible due to a clash with hirers
of the Hall, a likely increase in insurance costs and the need to man and manage the
car park when it is being used by members of the public.

Village pump

Repair work to the pump is scheduled to take place in early January.

Government advice continues to be that Parish Councils should not hold face to face
meetings for the near future. The next remote meeting of the Parish Council will
therefore be held on Wednesday 13th January 2021 at 7.30 pm, and interested
residents are welcome to participate. For joining instructions please see the agenda
which will be posted on the website (parish-council.goldhanger.org.uk/) nearer to the
date.




