GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL
Report of the Ordinary Meeting held on 12.3.2019

The damaged sign for Little Totham Road has now been repaired.

As from September the Parish Council meeting will move to the second Wednesday of each
month.

The Parish Council will now make the grant of £5,000 towards the improvement works at the
Village Hall. These works will commence on 8th April and should be completed by the end of
July.

It was noted that the Village Hall Management Committee has put up a “Permissive Footpath”
sign from the Village Hall to Marigold Wood.

The Parish Council will purchase three new dog bins to go on various locations in the village.

A reminder was given that local council elections take place on 2nd May and any resident
interested in becoming a councillor can obtain nomination papers from the District Council.
Councillor Mrs Bamford advised that she will be standing for the Tollesbury Ward at the
forthcoming elections and will therefore not be representing Goldhanger: However, Councillor
Mrs Thompson will be standing for the Tolleshunt D’ Arcy Ward as before.

Planning

The following decision by Maldon District Council was noted:

6 Fish Street — Single storey side extension and first floor rear extension — approved.

The following amended application was considered:

1 Benham Close — proposed partial conversion of existing double garage to habitable
accommodation and a rear and side extension — The Parish Council has no comment to make.
Maldon District Council will be asked what enforcement it intends to take on the recently refused
variation of condition for the footpath link from Maldon Road and Church Street via BClose.
This link was required by the Planning Inspector when the application went to Appeal.

Highways

Essex County Council is making available a sum of money for footway repairs, and each parish
in the district has been asked to nominate two schemes. The Parish Council will put forward
repair works to the footpath on the Maldon Road between the old village shop up to just opposite
the telephone exchange.

A resident expressed concern at parking issues on the corner by the church. The history of the
imposition of yellow lines in the Square and Fish Street was explained.

Play area

The annual play area inspection has now been carried out and work will take place to deal with
any problems reported.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 9t April.

Report of the Annual Village Assembly held on 12th March 2019

Mrs Hazel Steele from the Tolleshunt Major Community Speed Watch group gave an interesting
talk on the setting up of a group and how it operates. This is relevant to Goldhanger as a group
will be set up in the village in the summer.

Mrs Steele explained how Essex Police help in setting up and registering new groups by
providing training, equipment (calibrated speed gun, high viz jackets and signage) and selecting
suitable sites for the group to work. She felt that a minimum of twelve committed volunteers is a
good number, which allows rotas to be drawn up to provide regular coverage. The volunteers can
work in groups of three or four — one to use the speed gun, another to take registration numbers,
car colour and make (if possible) and a third to record these details. Records are then put on line
with information checked from the DVLA website, and the police can also check the records to
see if vehicles have appropriate insurance cover and MOT certificates. The police will then send
a letter to offenders, and if the same vehicle is reported twice the police can then visit the keeper.
The information supplied by the Speed Watch group can also be used to deal with drug driving.



Mrs Steele felt that the Tolleshunt Major group had made a difference with speeding in the
village, and residents appreciated the work that the group does. The group averages about five to
six captures per session, and is most effective when used in conjunction with Maldon District
Council’s Trucam team.

Mrs Steele then answered questions from residents who have already expressed an interest in
joining the new Goldhanger group, and the Chair of the meeting thanked her for a most
informative talk.

The Chair’s report on the work of the Parish Council in the past year was then read out (for report
see below).



