
GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 10th April 2018 in the Village Hall Goldhanger 

PRESENT:  CHAIR – COUNCILLOR J BOURN 
                     VICE CHAIR – COUNCILLOR H REYNOLDS 
                     COUNCILLORS MR CHEESEMAN, MR JOSLIN AND MRS SMITH.                     
                     COUNCILLORS E BAMFORD AND M THOMPSON (WARD MEMBERS),  
                     COUNCILLOR MARK DURHAM (ECC AND MDC), 
                     V BANYARD (PARISH CLERK). 
                     Four members of the public were present. 

1054.17   To receive apologies for absence and Declarations of Interest in the Meeting’s agenda items. 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mr Ellis and Mr Sargeant.  No Declarations of 
Interest were received. 
   
1055.17   To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13.3.2018 
It was RESOLVED to approve the above Minutes.  

1056.17   To receive information on items included in the above Minutes. 
No issues were raised. 

1057.17   Planning 
 a.    The following decisions  by Maldon District Council were noted: 

b.    Latest planning applications – none were received. 
c.     Any other planning issues.  Enforcement investigations – nothing formal has been received but 
Councillor Mrs Bamford advised that she would soon be having a detailed enforcement meeting at the 
District Council. 
It was noted that an application to cut down the Scots Pine at 20 Fish Street has now been submitted but 
not yet received.  The Tree Preservation Order is currently in place (see above). 

1058.17    To consider any items of correspondence received.   
It was RESOLVED not to enter the Village of the Year competition. 

1059.17    Finances.   
a.     To receive the monthly financial statements and to authorise accounts for payment.  The statements 
were approved. 
It was RESOLVED to authorise the following payments: 

AGR/MAL/17/01449 
North Maldon Growers Ltd 
Lt Totham  Road 
Goldhanger

Prior notification for the 
erection of an agricultural 
building

Refused

Tree Preservation Order 
No 2/18

20 Fish Street Goldhanger Made by the Council on 19.3.2018. 
 This Order became provisionally 
effective on the date it was made and 
remains so until confirmed otherwise 
within the period of six months from 
that date.

V Banyard Clerk’s salary April, office allowance and expenses £  177.16



It was RESOLVED that, following Councillor Joslin’s resignation at the next meeting, he should be 
removed as a bank signatory and replaced by Councillor Mrs Smith.  The clerk to obtain the mandate 
change form, 
Parking officers will be asked to provide enforcement in Fish Street over the forthcoming bank holiday 
weekend, with particular emphasis on overnight parking – two short visits, later in the evening and again 
early in the morning.  Trucam will also be asked to attend Maldon Road for one half hour slot to carry out 
speeding enforcement. 

1060.17    To consider any matters concerning the playing field and footpath to the sea wall.  
No issues were raised. 

1061.17    To consider any matters concerning Highways and public rights of way:  
Councillor Mr Sargeant had contacted Councillor Mark Durham (Chair, Maldon Local Highways Panel) 
to bring to his attention various issues in the parish: 
Blocked drains in Head Street. 
Problems with water run-off in Little Totham Road which causes flooding issues at the Charity Farm 
bends. 
LHP schemes – Drainage problems at Charity Farm remain an issue but this has now gone off the list of 
schemes. 
The shelving of the scheme for a 20mph speed limit in Fish Street. 
The Parish Council’s dissatisfaction with the way in which these problems have been dealt with. 
Other highways issues were raised: 
The new dropped kerb outside the development in Maldon Road (The Saltings) which could lead to 
parking problems on the highway.  It was RESOLVED to monitor this. 
The SID in Maldon Road is not working again – Councillor Sargeant will investigate. 
The passing places in Little Totham Road which had been damaged by Highways vehicles – these have 
not been re-instated as yet. 

1062.17    To consider any matters concerning Marigold Wood.  
No quote has been received as yet from the District Council for cutting on each side of the path in the 
wood. 

1063.17    To consider any items concerning the Village Hall. No issues were raised. 

1064.17    To consider any items concerning the defibrillators and the telephone boxes.  The light in the 
Maldon Road box has now been repaired. 
Councillor Mrs Bourn is continuing to pursue the purchasing of plaques thanking those who donated 
towards the cost of the defibrillators. 
Councillor Cheeseman was thanked for regularly checking the kiosk in Maldon Road. 

1065.17    To consider the appointment of a contractor to cut hedges at the allotments, the boundary of 
Marigold Wood and the footpath from Fish Street to the sea wall.  Councillor Mr Ellis is still awaiting a 
response from a possible contractor. 

HMRC Tax on clerk’s salary April £    39.17

EALC Subscription renewal £  217.00

T Knights Parish Council Share of toner costs £    10.93

MDC Community 
Protection Team

Services Feb-Mar (Trucam) £  162.18

Goldhanger VHMC Hire of Hall Jan – Mar £    75.00



1066.17    To consider any estimates obtained for the decoration of the bus shelter.  Councillor Mr Ellis is 
continuing to pursue the matter. 

1067.17     To receive further information on the new Data Protection Regulations which come into force 
in May 2018.  The clerk had recently had a meeting with Ian Phillipson of Maldon District Council who 
explained that MDC is to set up a system to help and advise Councils with the new Regulations and to act 
as the Data Protection Officer.  This was very helpful and a pack of templates/documents will soon be 
issued to help Parish Councils through the process.  MDC is yet to set the fees for this service. 

1068.17   To consider other items of information or for inclusion on a future agenda. 
Financial Regulations and Standing Orders will be reviewed at the Council’s May meeting. 
Councillor Mr Joslin is resigning from his position as Councillor at the next meeting, and he was thanked 
for all his work in the past, which has been greatly appreciated. 
Councillor Mr Cheeseman reported that the water meter at the allotments had been buried and therefore 
the water rates were estimates and also possibly charged at business rates. This will be brought up with 
the water company. 
There are two vacancies on the allotments and these will be advertised in the parish magazine. 
Grass bank by the side of the bus stop in Head Street:  It was noted that water has been gushing out after 
heavy rainfall, and the drain is overflowing from the new houses in Maldon Road, both causing a stream 
of water which runs half way down Head Street. 
It was noted that the VHMC is pursuing the idea of a permissive path over Village Hall land and into 
Marigold Wood. 

As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 7.40 pm. 



Summary of the address by Councillor Mark Durham (Essex County Councillor, Leader of Maldon 
District Council and Chair of the Local Highways Panel) given at the Annual Parish Assembly on 
10.4.2018 

Councillor Durham advised that this was a very difficult time for local authorities due to financial 
restraints – the central government grant has been reduced and councils have to try and do more with 
fewer resources.  Adult and social care takes up a very large proportion of the total funding, and the 
upkeep of roads is a hugely costly issue. 
The Local Highways Panel budget has been cut by fifty per cent, and shortage of funding is a basic issue.  
It is hoped that some re-organisation will speed up the delivery of schemes. 
Councillor Durham stated that the traffic calming scheme for Maldon Road in Goldhanger will definitely 
be delivered in the year 2018-2019, but that no further work will take place on the Charity Farm bends as 
the accident statistics do not merit this.  The 20mph speed limit for Fish Street was dropped because 
under new rules there can only be a 20mph limit if there are also traffic calming measures in place, and 
the speed survey that was undertaken showed that the speed of most vehicles was in fact very low. 
In response the Parish Council advised that there was an urgent need for the traffic calming measures in 
Maldon Road, and that drainage at the Charity Farm bends remains an issue and there are frequent 
accidents at this location. 
Councillor Durham advised that parking restrictions are being applied for at the shop opposite Heybridge 
Church, where traffic often builds up due to road obstructions.  The new relief road linking Broad Street 
Green and Langford is tied in with the proposed development of this area and the road must be in place 
before the new houses are built. 
The issue of narrow bridges in the area which cause traffic obstructions was raised, but Councillor 
Durham said it was unlikely that these could be altered due to lack of funding.  There was also very little 
possibility of the re-opening of the old rail link between Maldon and Witham. 
Councillor Durham urged residents to report any potholes to Essex County Council, and verified that 
claims can be made for damage to vehicles caused by potholes. 


