
GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 9th January 2018 in the Village Hall Goldhanger 

PRESENT:  CHAIR – COUNCILLOR J BOURN 
                     VICE CHAIR – COUNCILLOR H REYNOLDS 
                     COUNCILLORS S ELLIS, M SARGEANT, R SMITH. 
                     COUNCILLORS E BAMFORD AND M THOMPSON (WARD MEMBERS) AND V BANYARD 
                     (PARISH CLERK) 

1004.17   To receive apologies for absence and Declarations of Interest in the Meeting’s agenda items. 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C Cheeseman and C Joslin. 
No Declarations of Interest were made. 
   
1005.17   To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 12.12.2017 
It was RESOLVED to approve the above Minutes. 

1006.17   To receive information on items included in the above Minutes 
No matters were raised. 

1007.17   Planning 
 a.    The following  decision by Maldon District Council was noted: 

b.    Latest planning applications – none were received. 
c.     Enforcement issues.  Benham Close:  The issue here is mainly to do with the hedges and hedge management on 
the site, but it is understood that the developer has passed ownership of the hedges to house owners.  There is also 
concern about the footpath link to Maldon Road and the removal of the dropped kerbs at the old field entrances.  
Councillor Mr Sargeant will continue to pursue this matter with the enforcement officers. 
d.     Any other planning issues.  Maldon District Council has advised that it understands the concern of parishes 
about the changes in the parish trigger, but no mention was made of the removal of paper copies of applications. 

1008.17    To consider any items of correspondence received.  There was nothing to consider. 

1009.17    Finances.   
a.     To receive the monthly financial statements and to authorise accounts for payment.  Councillor Mr Sargeant 
reported that he was satisfied with the Council’s accounts.  He was thanked for his work. 
It was RESOLVED to authorise the following payments: 

b.     It was RESOLVED to formally approve the payment made to NWG Business  - allotment water rates,  £266.16 
(paid on 6.11.17, cheque no 101063) 

1010.17    To consider any matters concerning the playing field and footpath to the sea wall.  Councillors Mr 
Reynolds and Mr Sargeant had installed the new benches in the playing field. 
No quotes have yet been received for work on the footpath from Fish Street to the sea wall. 
It was noted that at one point over the holiday period the dog waste bin in the playing field was overflowing, but the 
situation now appears to be resolved. 

1011.17    To consider any matters concerning Highways and public rights of way: 

TCA/MAL/17/01282 
The Creek 6 Fish Street Goldhanger

T1 bird cherry tree – fell.  T2 pear 
tree – fell.

Allowed to proceed.

V Banyard Clerk’s salary January plus expenses £  182.15

HMRC Tax on clerk’s salary January £    39.17



a.   Local Highways Panel schemes.  The Parish Council will appeal against the decision to withdraw the scheme for 
a 20 mph speed limit in Fish Street.  Councillor Mr Sargeant undertook to pursue this matter with Councillor Mark 
Durham (Essex County Council),  and  he will also seek updates on other LHP schemes in the village. 
b.   Any other highways issues. 
It was noted that during the holiday period two vehicles have been regularly parked overnight in the Fish Street 
parking bays.  This situation will be explained to Adrian Rayner (Community Park Watch Scheme) and he will be 
asked to attend to carry out parking enforcement. 
A resident has suggested that car parking should be allowed in the playing field, and Councillor Mrs Bourn has 
replied to this. 
c.   Public rights of way.  Update on proposed footpath diversion Joyces and Lauriston Farm. It was understood  that 
due to  a family dispute this diversion is not going forward. 

1012.17    To consider any matters concerning Marigold Wood.  Maldon District Council will again be asked for a 
quote to mow a strip on each side of the pathway. 

1013.17    To consider any items concerning the Village Hall.  It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council writes to 
the Chair of the VHMC pledging a grant towards the proposed work at the Hall.  (Draft complied by Councillor Mr 
Sargeant). 

1014.17    To consider any items concerning the defibrillators and the telephone boxes.  The new signs have now 
been put up on the phone boxes and Councillor Mr Ellis has carried out cleaning and minor repairs on both boxes. 

1015.17    To consider the appointment of a contractor to cut hedges at the allotments, the boundary of Marigold 
Wood and the footpath from Fish Street to the sea wall.  Councillor Mr Ellis is awaiting a response from a possible 
contractor. 

1016.17    To consider any estimates obtained for the decoration of the bus shelter.  Councillor Mr Ellis reported that 
no estimates had yet been obtained but he is pursuing the matter. 

1017.17     Emergency Planning issues. 
There has not yet been a reply from Maldon District Council about the issues raised at the time of the tidal surge 
some years ago. 

1018.17     To consider arrangements for the review of the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment Policy (last reviewed 
December 2016).   This will be considered at the Council’s February meeting. 

1019.17     To receive further information on the new Data Protection Regulations which come into force in May 
2018.  Further information on how this will impact the Parish Council is awaited. 

1020.17     To consider other items of information or for inclusion on a future agenda. 
It was reported that a lorry had hit a tree near Benham Close. 
Councillors were asked to look at the EALC training calendar for possible courses that they would like to attend. 
A letter of congratulations will be sent to Robert Long (a previous Ward Member of many years’ standing) who has 
been given the MBE in the New Year’s Honours list. 
It was noted that various signs have been put up on the verge outside the new development in Maldon Road.  
Councillor Mr Sargeant undertook to find out if this is allowed. 
It was noted that a van parked at the Maldon Road junction with Head Street is causing visibility problems for those 
wishing to turn right at the junction.  Councillor Mr Sargeant undertook to deal with this. 
It was reported that following hedge cutting in Blind Lane, a great deal of rubbish has been exposed.  Appletons will 
be asked to remove this litter. 

As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 8.30 pm. 


