
GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 13th November 2019 in the Village Hall 

Goldhanger 

PRESENT:  CHAIR – COUNCILLOR J BOURN 
                     VICE CHAIR – COUNCILLOR H REYNOLDS 
                     COUNCILLORS  MR CHEESEMAN, MR ELLIS, MRS HOLMES, MR SARGEANT   
                     AND THE WARD MEMBER COUNCILLOR MRS THOMPSON.           
                     V BANYARD (PARISH CLERK). 
                     Two  members of the public. 

2217.19   To receive apologies for absence and Declarations of Interest in the meeting’s agenda items. 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 There were no Declarations of Interest. 

2218.19   To consider making a co-option to fill the current vacancy on the Parish Council 
No co-option was made at this meeting but it is hoped to do so at the December meeting. 
   
2219.19   To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary  Meeting held on 9.10.2019 
It was RESOLVED to approve the above Minutes.  

2220.19   To receive any information arising from the above Minutes 
No issues were raised. 

2221.19   To discuss the provision of a new website following the closure of essexinfo in March 2020. 
Chris Smith addressed the meeting and suggested a possible solution for hosting the new site.  He 
proposed that he will move all the relevant content to a new site (this initial work will be chargeable – 
about £30) and from then on the clerk can e mail everything to him and he will upload it to the new 
website.  The Monitoring Officer at Maldon District Council has suggested that two years of accounts, 
minutes and agendas together with up-to -date policy documents should suffice. 
It was RESOLVED to accept Mr Smith’s offer and he will now get on with building the new site. 

2222.19   Planning 
 a. The following decision by Maldon District Council was noted: 

 b.   Latest planning applications.  No new applications had been received. 
 c.   Enforcement issues.  There was nothing to report. 
 d.   Other planning matters.  No issues were raised. 

2223.19   Correspondence. 
Clerks and Councils Direct magazine – an article on Dog Law was noted. 

2224.19    Finances.   
The monthly financial statements were approved. 
 It was RESOLVED to authorise the following payments: 

Tree Preservation Order No 
10/19

Front garden St Peter’s Church Goldhanger 
Horse chestnut

Order confirmed on 
24.10.2019

V Banyard Clerk’s salary Nov, office allowance and expenses £    184.02

HMRC Tax on clerk’s salary Nov £      40.56



Bank mandate:  The clerk reported further difficulties in setting up the new mandate.  Barclays has not 
passed on to the mandate team the ID for the new signatories. 

2225.19   Issues concerning Marigold Wood/Playing Field 
Highways is seeking information about land ownership in order to set up new signs for the Coastal Path. 
The Parish Council believes that land at the corner of the Square/Fish Street may have belonged to the old 
Rural District Council, and the blue and white sign at the bottom of Fish Street is not in Parish Council 
ownership.  This information will be passed on to Highways. 
It appears that there may be a water leak along the line where pipes cross the playing field and Bounds 
Farm into the Sailing Club.  The Parish Council has no knowledge of a water pipe on its land or any 
record of such. 
A quote has been received from Maldon District Council for hedge cutting in Marigold Wood, the playing 
field and the allotments.  It was RESOLVED  to accept the quote with some amendments. 

2226.19   Highways/Public rights of way 
Following the meeting with representatives of Essex County Council to look at various Highways issues 
in the village, Highways has now come back with a broad scheme of works.  The Parish Council has 
made some amendments to the draft and this will now go to the design engineers for their comments. 
Community Speed Watch:  There is still no date for the training of the new group. 
Trucam patrols have recently been seen in the village (as requested by the Parish Council). 

2227.19   To consider any matters concerning the defibrillators, kiosks and bus shelters 
The new defibrillator pads have now been installed. 
Glass has been broken in the kiosk in Maldon Road – repairs are in hand. 
Request for a new litter bin at the bus shelter near the junction of Head Street and Maldon Road.  As yet 
nothing has been heard from Maldon District Council. 
Councillor Mr Sargeant is gradually replacing old dog waste bins with the new ones recently purchased.  
He will work on the bin at the playing field next. 

2228.19   To consider any other items of information or issues for a future agenda 
Councillors noted that there will be an extended public holiday from 8th – 10th May 2020 to 
commemorate VE Day.  Some events are already planned in the village for this weekend. 
Goldhanger Gala will take place on 5th and 6th September 2020. 
A   suggestion was made that The Chequers pub should be nominated as an asset of community value.  
Details of this scheme will be circulated and the matter discussed at the Council’s December meeting. 
At the request of the clerk it was RESOLVED to change the date of the June 2020 meeting.  The Village 
Hall booking clerk will be asked what dates are available. 
Dangerous undulations in the road surface between Hofflands and Fruitfields (Little Totham Road) will 
be reported to Highways. 
It was reported that the hedge in Blind Lane is encroaching onto the road in places.  This is a matter for 
the landowner to deal with. 
It was reported that there was recently an attempted break in in daylight hours to a house in Maldon Road. 
It was reported that there are problems with rats in Blind Lane, with concern that compost heaps in the 
allotments may be contributing to the problem.  Councillor Mrs Bourn will investigate. 
Councillor Mr Ellis will report to Highways a dropped drain grid outside Charity Farm on the Maldon 
Road. 
It was noted that the village sign now needs some renovation work.  The clerk will find out when such 
work was last done. 
As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 8.50 pm.

Royal British Legion Poppy wreath £      20.00


