
GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 10.1.2017 in the Village Hall Goldhanger 

PRESENT:  CHAIR – COUNCILLOR J BOURN 
                     VICE CHAIR – COUNCILLOR H REYNOLDS 
COUNCILLORS MR CHEESEMAN,  MR ELLIS, MR JOSLIN AND MR SARGEANT 
The Ward Members Councillors Mrs Bamford and Mrs Thompson, Miss V Banyard (parish clerk) 
and one member of the public were present. 
                                             
821.16   TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF  
INTEREST IN THE MEETING’S AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 No Declarations of Interest were made. 

822.16   TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 
13.12.2016 
It was RESOLVED to approve the above Minutes. 

823.16.   TO CONSIDER ITEMS OF INFORMATION ON THE ABOVE MINUTES 
Councillor Mr Ellis advised that work on the village sign has been postponed due to the weather. 
The new goal posts have not yet been put in place, but it was hoped to do so shortly. 
It was noted that although the Council has been successful in obtaining a Magnox grant for 
£1,000 for woodland work, it has not yet been received. 
The bollards in the Village Hall car park will be done shortly. 
Maldon District Council’s enforcement team is investigating the large sign just outside Cobbs 
Farm on Maldon Road. 
Arrangements will be put in place to retrieve Parish Council records in the event of the clerk’s 
indisposition. 

824.16  PLANNING ISSUES 

Decisions by Maldon District Council.  Councillors noted the following: 

        Latest planning applications – the following applications were considered: 

TCA/MAL/16/01358 
The Old Parsonage 12 
Head Street 
Goldhanger

T1 Eucalyptus – lop and fell 
to ground level.  T2 Oak – 
remove dead, damaged and 
diseased branches and remove 
one bough overhanging 9 St 
Peters Close Goldhanger

Allowed to proceed 

RES/MAL/16/01130 
Land north west of 34 
to 46 Maldon Road 
Goldhanger

Reserved matters application 
for the approval of 
appearance, landscaping, 
layout and scale on approved 
planning application OUT/
MAL/14/00147 (Outline 
planning application with all 
matters reserved for the 
construction of 9 dwellings 
with associated off-street 
parking)

Approved 
The Parish Council had in its response 
expressed concern at the layout, and the access 
into the rear field being an unsafe situation.  
However, Councillor Mrs Thompson advised 
that there was no valid planning reason to turn 
this down.  It was also felt that the new 
development would exacerbate the problem of 
surface water flooding further down the 
Maldon Road.  It was agreed that this situation 
should be monitored.



d)   Other planning issues:  
Maldon District Council has made it clear that all planning responses should be done on the 
approved format, with further comments attached if required. 

825.16   TO CONSIDER ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED.   
Councillor Mrs Bourn undertook to fill in the questionnaire in the Marine Community Survey. 

826.16   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND FINANCIAL ISSUES 
Councillors received the financial statement and bank reconciliation for January 2017. 
It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
V Banyard – clerk’s salary (nett) Jan and expenses   £    173.83  
Goldhanger Village Hall – hire of Hall for meetings Oct-Dec 16  £      66.00 
Maldon District Council – grass cutting Oct-Nov 16   £    127.66 

827.16 TO CONSIDER AND ADOPT THE DRAFT BUDGET FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
31.3.2018 AND TO SET THE PRECEPT FOR THE SAME YEAR 
Councillor Mr Joslin presented and explained the draft budget.  Points made were as follows: 
£400 has been allowed in the current year for the bollards in the Village Hall car park. 
£100 has been allowed in the current year for hedge cutting – this will need to be done soon. 
The clerk’s salary will need to be reviewed before 31.3.2017 when the new NALC pay scales are 
available. 
An allowance has been made for two extra dog waste bins in Marigold Wood. 
Provision has been made (if needed) for parking restrictions enforcement. 
The footpath to the sea wall will need resurfacing at some point – Chris Wood has been asked to 
provide a quote for this work. 
Some work may be needed on the bus shelters. 
The Parish Council may wish at the appropriate time to make a donation towards the extension 
work at the Village Hall.It was noted that in the past the Parish Council has made the decision not 
to insure the play equipment against theft and vandalism.  This was reiterated. 

LDE/MAL/16/01437 
PP-05654106 
Hofflands Little 
Totham Road 
Goldhanger 

Claim for Lawful Development Certificate 
for a dwelling without any residential 
occupancy restriction and which is immune 
from future enforcement action relating to 
any residential occupancy restriction

It was RESOLVED to 
support this application.

LBC/MAL/16/01420 
and FUL/MAL/
16/01419 
Vaulty Manor 
Goldhanger Road 
Heybridge

Wedding gazebo within the enclosed garden 
of Vaulty Manor

It was RESOLVED to 
support this application.

TCA/MAL/
16/01436 
Bluebell House 10 
St Peters Close 
Goldhanger

T1 – Oak, T3 – Oak, T7 Oak and T8 Conifer 
– remove dead, damaged and diseased 
branches and remove overhanging branches.  
T5 – 2m crown reduction

It was RESOLVED to 
support this application 
but to point out that any 
work either in or near the 
pond should be carried 
out with a full awareness 
of the presence of Great 
Crested Newts.



It was then RESOLVED to approve and adopt the draft budget as presented.  It was further 
RESOLVED to set the precept for the year ending 31.3.2018 at £7,800. 

828.16    TO CONSIDER ANY MATTERS  CONCERNING  THE  PLAYING FIELD 
Some work needs to be done to clear the ditch in the playing field by Cecil’s tree.  Councillor Mr 
Sargeant and others undertook to do this work. 

829.16   TO CONSIDER ANY MATTERS CONCERNING PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 
A sink hole in the footpath at the rear of St Peter’s Church will be reported to Essex County 
Council. 
  
830.16    TO CONSIDER ANY MATTERS CONCERNING HIGHWAYS 
Councillors Mr Joslin and Mr Sargeant are yet to investigate drainage issues in Fish Street. 
The parking restrictions in Fish Street will be formalised at the next Parking Partnership Meeting 
It was noted that the 20mph speed limit scheme in Fish Street could now go ahead as the law had 
changed to allow speed limit signs to be placed on one side of the road only.  However the 
scheme must first go out to consultation again. 
The damaged chevrons signs at Cobbs Farm bends have been reported and are due to be 
reinstated. 
Highways has stated that the damaged speed limit sign in Blind Lane is still serviceable and 
requires no repair, but it is in fact totally demolished and will be reported again. 
The problems with the undulating surface of Little Totham Road have been reported but 
Highways has inspected the road and do not consider repairs to be necessary.  It will be reported 
again. 
Nothing further has been heard from the Local Highways Panel concerning traffic calming 
measures in Maldon Road.  Jon Simmons will be asked to provide an update on all LHP schemes 
affecting Goldhanger. 
It was noted that earth has been piled up to block one of the accesses at Gardeners Farm in 
Maldon Road to prevent fly tipping. 
Hedge cutting debris has been left on Little Totham Road from Bakers Green to the duck pond. 

831.16   TO CONSIDER ANY MATTERS CONCERNING MARIGOLD WOOD 
The Christmas work party was successful although there were some complaints about the bonfire. 
The gate at the St Peters Close end needs repairs to the spring and latch. 

832.16   TO CONSIDER FORMULATING AN EMERGENCY PLAN FOR THE 
VILLAGE .  This is ongoing. 

833.16   TO CONSIDER OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR FOR INCLUSION ON 
A FUTURE AGENDA 
David Newman pointed out that he had submitted information about the village sign to the RCCE 
Oyster magazine. 
It was noted by a resident that the Tollesbury First Responders have attended Goldhanger on a 
number of occasions in the past and that this is a voluntary organisation which has to raise its own 
funds.  Councillor Mrs Bamford undertook to find out how this is done and an article could be 
included in the parish magazine to raise public awareness of their work. 
The clearing of fly tipping at the development site north west of 34 to 46 Maldon Road was the 
responsibility of the landowner. 

As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 8.58 pm.


