
GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 10.4.2018 

Present:  Chair – Councillor J Bourn 
               Councillors C Cheeseman, C Joslin, H Reynolds, R Smith and the Ward  
               Members Councillors M Thompson and Mrs Bamford. 
               Councillor M Durham (Essex County Council) 
               Miss V Banyard (parish clerk) and four members of the public. 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Ellis and M Sargeant.  

Address by Councillor Mark Durham (Essex County Council, Leader of Maldon District Council 
and Chair of the Local Highways Panel. 
Councillor Durham advised that this was a very difficult time for local authorities due to financial 
restraints – the central government grant has been reduced and councils have to try and do more 
with fewer resources.  Adult and social care takes up a very large proportion of the total funding, 
and the upkeep of roads is a hugely costly issue. 
The Local Highways Panel budget has been cut by fifty per cent, and shortage of funding is a 
basic issue.  It is hoped that some re-organisation will speed up the delivery of schemes. 
Councillor Durham stated that the traffic calming scheme for Maldon Road in Goldhanger will 
definitely be delivered in the year 2018-2019, but that no further work will take place on the 
Charity Farm bends as the accident statistics do not merit this.  The 20mph speed limit for Fish 
Street was dropped because under new rules there can only be a 20mph limit if there are also 
traffic calming measures in place, and the speed survey that was undertaken showed that the 
speed of most vehicles was in fact very low. 
In response the Parish Council advised that there was an urgent need for the traffic calming 
measures in Maldon Road, and that drainage at the Charity Farm bends remains an issue and 
there are frequent accidents at this location. 
Councillor Durham advised that parking restrictions are being applied for at the shop opposite 
Heybridge Church, where traffic often builds up due to road obstructions.  The new relief road 
linking Broad Street Green and Langford is tied in with the proposed development of this area 
and the road must be in place before the new houses are built. 
The issue of narrow bridges in the area which cause traffic obstructions was raised, but 
Councillor Durham said it was unlikely that these could be altered due to lack of funding.  There 
was also very little possibility of the re-opening of the old rail link between Maldon and Witham. 
Councillor Durham urged residents to report any potholes to Essex County Council, and verified 
that claims can be made for damage to vehicles caused by potholes. 

The Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on 11.4.2017 were approved as a correct record. 

Information on the above Minutes   No issues were raised. 

Report by the Chair of the Parish Council   
Councillor J Bourn presented her report on the work of the Parish Council in the past year. 

Issues/ questions arising from the Chair’s report 
No items were raised. 

Any other issues for discussion 



The Village Hall Management Committee is to produce a video blog and asks for residents’ 
support in this venture. 
A training session in the use of the defibrillator will be held early in the summer. 

As there was no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 pm.


